Epidemiology of bacterial meningitis.
Bacterial meningitis caused by Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib) has almost disappeared from the United States, Canada, and other countries that have implemented routine vaccination with Hib conjugate vaccines. The overall incidence of meningitis in these countries has declined by more than 50%, and the age distribution of susceptibility has shifted, so that the disease is now more common in adults than in children. Another new feature of the epidemiology of bacterial meningitis has been the occurrence of clusters of meningococcal disease. Such clusters have been school related, mainly in adolescents, and most clusters have been associated with a clone of group C, serotype 2a. The role of cigarette smoking as a risk factor for bacterial meningitis has been confirmed and adds urgency to the efforts to control smoking in adolescents and young adults.